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Nearly all of them failed. The extent of the damage done
since the revolt had been underestimated; and the failures
were a factor in the commercial crisis of 1825 in England.
It was an outflow of capital and engineering skill, similar to
that at the end of the nineteenth century under the direction
of Weetman Pearson (Lord Cowdray) and others. Richard
Trevithick, the engineer, was in it from the beginning, and
it was a strange, disastrous, and yet heroic episode in his
adventurous career. The bacillus of "Wanderlust," Pro-
fessor Inglis suggests in his Trevithick Memorial Lecture,
was imported from the West Indies, where a /considerable
demand for his engines had arisen in connection with the
sugar industry. When, therefore, a gentleman of 'Swiss
origin waited on him in Falmouth in May, 1813, with an
order for steam-engines, pumps and other mining materials
for the gold and silver mines of Mexico and Peru, he accepted
it eagerly; and when he got news from South America that
difficulties were being encountered in the installation and
working, he decided to go out himself, and in October, 1816,
left Penzance on a voyage from which he did not return for
ii years* After surmounting many hitches and crushing
the intrigues of certain former friends, he seemed to be on the
point of making a fortune, but here in Peru, as so often
before in England, the prize eluded his grasp. He was
embroiled in the Civil War still raging there, and the patriots
in a moment of victory made the mines useless by smashing
all the machinery they could find. Trevithick then went to
Chile and opened up copper mines, which were still being
worked in 1872, when his son published his life. However,
he put his copper profits into a pearl fishing venture, which
foundered. We find him next in Ecuador and after that in
Costa Rica, where he prospected four years with a Scottish
friend. The prospects were so good that they decided to
return to England and interest the capitalists; and in order
to avoid the long passage around Cape Horn, they took the
overland route, After a series of hair-breadth escapes in the
passes and ravines of the Cordillera, the tropical forest and
lowland swamp, they made Greytown (S. Nicaragua) on the
Caribbean Sea. It was a three weeks' march "through
woods, swamps and over rapids; their food monkeys and